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Gambier, Ohio

Nick Griffin Visit Canceled

Heated debate over politican’s controversial views raised safety concerns
By August Steigmeyer
News Editor
After a wave of controversy and
concern for student safety, Kenyon’s
Robert A. Taft Society decided to
cancel the scheduled lecture by Nick
Griffin, Chair of the British National
Party (BNP). In the past, Griffin has
called the Holocaust the “Holohoax,”
condemned Islam as a “wicked, vicious
faith,” said black, British footballers
cannot truly be classified as English
and denied the existence of global
climate change.
Vernon Schubel, NEH distinguished teaching professor of religious
studies, said the Taft Society’s decision
to bring Griffin to campus was “a way
of shining a searchlight on this campus
to [white supremacist groups]. I don’t
really want Kenyon to be a place that is

being looked at by far-right-wing racist
organizations,” he said.
The Taft Society was founded
in 2009 as a non-partisan right-wing
intellectual organization. According
to Taylor Somers ’12, president of the
organization, the Taft Society does not
endorse any political position, policy,
legislation or candidates for political
office, and “it’s more for just talking
about political philosophy.” The organization was named for Robert A.
Taft, a senator from Ohio from the
1930s through the early 1950s. He was
called “Mr. Republican” at the time
and was the leader of the Conservative
Coalition, an umbrella organization
of all groups on the political right,
mostly based around opposition to
Roosevelt’s New Deal. Somers said the
group’s members chose Taft as their
figure because the Taft Society was de-

signed to be a think tank where various
conservative ideas could be discussed.
Inviting Griffin was meant to prompt
campus discussion about a set of political beliefs that, radical as they are, exist
in mainstream government.
Somers said he was contacted
by an acquaintance at Michigan State
University who had invited Griffin to
speak there two years ago. He informed
Somers that Griffin was in the U.S. and
would be willing to speak at Kenyon for
free. “I said yes at the time because …
we get this fairly high-profile speaker,
controversial figure free of charge and
we figured things are pretty boring
around here politically, let’s shake them
up a bit,” Somers said. “Little did we
know that it would shake things up
quite as much as it did.”
Some felt that the event was

Sledding Accidents

see Griffin, page 3

aaron zaremsky

Last Friday, Feb. 12, the sledding hill at the Brown Family Environmental Center was closed indefinitely in response
to several student injuries. Director of Campus Safety Bob Hooper stated that of the six reported injuries, two required
trips to the hospital. Lauren McNulty ’11, one of the students most seriously hurt, is still in the hospital. She suffered broken
ribs and a lacerated liver, according to Dean of Students Hank Toutain, who visited McNulty in the hospital. Toutain said
she is doing “remarkably well,” which has “astounded physicians,” and that she should be “released soon.”
“The treatment is still a little unclear at this point,” President S. Georgia Nugent said. “The latest that I heard is that
they are not entirely certain whether some surgery will be needed.” Though most of the other incidents were classified
as minor, one student broke a leg, according to Toutain.
In response to these accidents all occurring within a five-day period, the administration and Campus Safety asked
the BFEC to close the hill and remove the public sleds. The hill in question is a particularly steep section of trail that faces
east, toward campus. The sledding run passes between two dense sections of trees at the base of the hill, which pose an
obvious safety hazard. “The hill is clearly more than the average sledder can handle,” said BFEC Facility Manager David
Heithaus.
Martha Gregory ’10, one of the many students who flocked to the BFEC last week to sled, said she “usually bailed
out before the bottom” in order to avoid the more dangerous terrain.
The hill will remain closed while new policies to improve sledder safety are established. “It’s hard to say what will
happen,” said Heithaus. “Last week was a very sobering wake-up call. We can’t have another run like that. If sledding was
to be re-opened, it would be after some serious safety upgrades to both the hill and available personal safety gear.” While
Heithaus said that some suggestions, such as the installation of barricades, have been made, it seems unlikely that the
original BFEC hill will be open again for sledding any time soon.
Toutain said closing the hill was a “potential disaster averted.”
—Matthew Niederhuber
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New Bookstore Manager Jim
Huang Sets Up Shop
By marika garland
News Assistant
New Manager of the Kenyon
College Bookstore Jim Huang began
working last Monday, Feb. 15. “I had
not spent a full
day here until
Monday,” Huang
said. “There’s so
much going on
here. It’s exciting
to see how wellused the Bookstore is.”
Huang said
he already had to
deal with some
“interesting systems issues” on
his first day of
work, when the
campus network
and the K-Card
system both went
down. “It’s been kind of fun to see how
well everyone copes,” he said.
“When the computer system went
down, [Huang] jumped right onto the
registers with us even though he had no
experience with our system,” Bookstore
Book Associate Darlene Russell said.
“So far he’s been great.”
Now that Huang has arrived on
campus, he is working to transition to
his new job and new town. “Transitions
are always messy, but this one is going
to be worth it,” he said. “It’s going to
be wonderful once we’re all here, but
my wife and daughter are still back in
Indiana wrapping up various things, so
it’s a little hard to be apart from them
right now.”
Huang said he is also discovering
aspects of the Bookstore that he hopes
to improve. “Somewhat to my surprise,
I find that the systems here work, but
they don’t always work as well as we’d
like them to,” he said. “There are more
issues than I expected to see, so I’ll have
to get into those and start figuring that
out.”
Huang was referring to the systems
that Bookstore employees use to keep
track of what books are in stock, locate
books in the store, show which books
have sold well in the past and help them
decide which books to order. “If the systems aren’t doing what they need to do
to support us in working with students
and faculty and staff then we really need
to look at those systems,” he said.
In addition, Huang said he hopes
to work to improve the Bookstore Web

site. “There is broad agreement that the
Bookstore Web site really stinks,” he said.
“We’re going to be looking to get started
on that pretty quickly.” Huang said he
will meet with the staff of Public Affairs,
who run the Web site, on Thursday, Feb.
18, to begin revamping the site.
“We’d certainly
like to make the
Web site much
more interactive to involve
students, faculty
and staff,” he said.
“We’d like to get
alumni involved
as well.”
Huang said
he is looking forward to interacting with students
as well. “One of
the things that
Marika Garland
kind of surprises
me about the store is how much people
use it to just study,” he said. “I think that’s
really nice that people see the Bookstore
as a comfortable place just to go work
and hang out. … It’s also nice to see how
many members of the staff recognize
some of the students. I can hear folks
being greeted by name, and it seems like
a really family-like environment, and I
really appreciate that.”
“He seems great,” Bookstore Sales
Associate and Buyer Denise Justice said
of Huang. “We’re really excited to have
him here. It seems like it’s going to be a
new great direction for the Bookstore.”
In preparation for his new position,
Huang said he looked at a Web site about
saving the Bookstore that was created a
few years ago. On the Web site, he said he
found a comment that said, “Kenyon is a
place where words are valued more than
any other place.” Huang said he believes
this comment to be true and has learned
that Kenyon prides itself on writing and
the strength of its English program. “A
bookstore has a really important role
in how we approach words,” he said.
“A bookstore is an absolute vital link
between authors and their ideas and
the people who are actually going to be
reading them.”
Huang also said he encourages
comments, questions and complaints
from students, staff and faculty. “The
main message is I want everyone involved in the Bookstore,” he said. “It’s
not just a place where books are sold, but
it can and should be a part of everyone’s
education.”
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College Partners with
Kenyon Supports Better World Book Drive
EnergyStar to Reduce Energy Use
Headline
By Lili Martinez
Staff Writer

Courtesy of Susan Givens

Dan White ’10 and Dan Shorr ’11 help load the last 1,242 pounds of packed books.
By irene wilburn
Opinions Editor
During Kenyon’s Book Buyback in December, Canterbury
Kenyon, a student organization
associated with Gambier’s Harcourt
Episcopal Parish, conducted an allcampus book drive to support Better
World Books. Susan Givens, a longtime Gambier resident, organized
the drive. Jensie Harley ’10, Marco
Saavedra ’11 and other Canterbury
students publicized and helped
implement the
book drive, Givens said.
Students
and community
members do nated books by
dropping them in boxes located in
Peirce Hall and the College Bookstore during Buyback at the end of
last semester. Members of Canterbury Kenyon also visited faculty
and administrators’ offices to collect
books between December and midFebruary, Givens said. The Public
Library of Mount Vernon and Knox
County also donated, and many
genres of books were collected, including textbooks, children’s books,
fiction and nonfiction, according to
Givens.
Givens said she was pleased
with the community response to

Canterbury’s efforts, as some students
went above and beyond their duty as
Gambier residents. On Feb. 15, after
the collection was complete, Givens’s
Wiggin Street neighbors Dan White
’10 and Dan Shorr ’11 helped load
the last 1,242 pounds of packed
books into a truck to be taken to the
Bookstore, then unloaded them and
prepared them for shipping, Givens
said. Shorr said he realizes “living
off-campus is a privilege, and we’re
glad to help out the community.
… They asked us
to do something
and it was our
pleasure.” Givens
called the effort
“a neighborhood
thing .” Ab out
—Dan Shorr 2,200 pounds of
books are now
ready to go via freight to Better
World Books, Givens said.
Better World Books will store
the books and sell them online to
buyers through Amazon or other
online marketplaces, according to
Givens. Canterbury Kenyon, as the
sponsor of the book drive, was permitted to choose one of five literacy
organizations to which Better World
will donate a substantial portion of
the proceeds from the sale of the
books. Canterbury Kenyon has selected Books for Africa, a nonprofit
that collects, ships and distributes
books to people in Africa, according

“Living off-campus is a
privilege and we’re glad
to help out the community.”

to Givens. Seven percent of the commission comes back to Canterbury
Kenyon for the organization to use
as it wishes. Givens said that Canterbury will donate 100 percent of its
proceeds to Cuttington University
in Liberia, West Africa, which shares
membership in the Association of
Episcopal Colleges with Kenyon.
Kenyon began to develop a
relationship with Cuttington University about five years ago, when
Canterbury organized a large-scale
collection of all kinds of goods for
the school, including furniture,
books and computers, according to
Givens. While Canterbury could
feasibly collect and ship all of the
donated books directly to Cuttington, they may or may not be useful.
According to Givens, Kenyon’s sister
school needs collections of textbooks
for use in classes rather than just a
few of many different books and editions; thus, the proceeds will probably be more helpful to Cuttington
than the books Kenyon could send,
as Cuttington will use the money to
buy exactly what it needs. Though
this book collection and donation to
Cuttington is less direct than the aid
Kenyon has offered in the past, it may
prove more beneficial to the university. Givens said she is excited to be
nurturing the ongoing relationship
between Kenyon and Cuttington,
and she plans to organize a similar
book collection in the spring.

Village Record
Feb. 8 — 14, 2010
Feb. 8, 4:34 p.m. — Bicycle theft. Report taken.
Feb. 8, 11:08 p.m. — Medical call: ill student in Hanna Residence Hall. No transport.
Feb. 10, 2:31 a.m. — Medical call: ill student in McBride Residence Hall. Squad contacted. Student transported
to Knox County Hospital.
Feb. 10, 1:53 p.m. — Medical call: injury in Bexley Hall. Squad contacted. Student transported to Knox County
Hospital.
Feb. 11, 6:14 p.m. — Emergency call: injury behind Brown Family Environmental Center. Three students injured.
Squad contacted. One student transported to Knox County Hospital.
Feb. 12, 3:04 a.m. — Vandalism to College property in Gund Commons.
Feb. 13, 10:28 a.m. — Vandalism to College property in Old Kenyon Residence Hall.
Feb. 13, 10:42 a.m. — Theft of student property at Gambier Grill.
Feb. 13, 1:13 p.m. — Vehicle accident involving parked car in Manning Residence Hall lot. No injuries.
Feb. 14, 2:23 a.m. — Medical call: student injury in Gund Commons. Squad contacted. Student transported
to Knox County Hospital.
Feb. 14, 10:52 p.m. — Arson in Leonard Residence Hall.

Sustainability is an oft-cited goal
at liberal arts colleges today, and Kenyon has been doing its part to “go
green.” The College’s most recent step
towards energy efficiency is a partnership with EnergyStar, a governmentbacked program whose mission is to
protect the planet by helping individuals, businesses, colleges and universities
increase their energy efficiency, according to its Web site. The partnership,
which became official in the first week
of February, was envisioned and engineered by Ed Neal, the sustainability
director, who also
still serves in his
former position
of superintendent
of buildings and
grounds until a replacement can be
found. “[Partnering with] EnergyStar was something
that I recommended that we do, and
the College as a whole asked me to go
and find out how we can make this as
energy-minded as possible,” Neal said.
“I wanted to get the College involved
in this in order to focus our sustainability efforts and create a track record
so we can look toward setting goals for
the future.”
Neal said the College has been
consistently working to reduce energy
use and set future benchmarks for energy consumption, but that he hopes
this partnership will increase awareness about the issue. “I don’t think we
always get the visibility that we want,
and we’re going to try to work on letting people know what we’re doing,”
he said.
Neal’s goal for the coming academic year is to reduce energy use by
ten percent. To reach this goal, Neal
plans to carefully track energy use,
thus enabling the College to make cuts
where necessary. “The first thing I’m
going to be doing is looking at how
we can reduce our consumption of
energy — whether it’s electricity, water
or gas — and how we can do that in a
manner that doesn’t negatively affect
the residents,” Neal said. EnergyStar
provides tools and tracking procedures
that Neal said he hopes will become

open to the public. “We also want to
create opportunities for people to take
a look at the energy use we have and to
participate in that energy reduction. …
There is a lot of effort required to track
our energy and benchmark our buildings, and the tools EnergyStar would
give us would allow us to compare how
much energy another building of the
same size and the same type would use
with how much we are using, and to
see if we’re doing well or doing badly,”
Neal said.
This partnership is not Kenyon’s
first sustainability effort, however.
“We have building energy management systems that track the way we
use power and are
constantly trying
to make decisions
on how to better
utilize the energy
we have,” Neal
—Ed Neal
said. “We have an
energ y management system at the Kenyon Athletic
Center that looks at 20,000 points in
the building and is constantly making
decisions about how to reduce our
energy consumption and still meet the
needs of the occupants.”
EnergyStar will also help Kenyon
make decisions about future building
projects. “When we do building and
recommissioning projects, we’ll have
an idea of how much of an impact we
really make,” Neal said. “We can estimate it, but this will give us an ability to
track it. We’ve been doing very well in
the past — I don’t think people know
all the things that we have done — but
this is another way to ensure that the
things we’re doing are environmentally
sound.”
Neal said the campus-wide contest
to reduce energy use, which was held
last semester, did help to temporarily reduce energy consumption, but he said
he hopes the EnergyStar program will
make that change permanent. “We’ve
seen some impact with the dorm
contests and they actually do drive the
power use down, but I think it would
be nice to get to the point where we
can look at minute-by-minute energy
consumption. That will enable students
to see how they’re impacting the energy
use of the College and what they can do
to make a positive difference.”

“We’ll have an idea of
how much of an impact
we really make.”

News Brief

Record Applications to Off-Campus
Study May Force Denials
Marne Ausec, director of the
Center for Global Engagement
(CGE), said this week that the
College’s senior staff will be meeting about possible overload of the
off-campus studies program for
next year. Ausec declined to comment about whether the program
will need to turn away applicants
for the coming year, but she said
that the “senior staff has not yet
met about the issue and they are

still hoping that we will be able
to accommodate all applicants.”
Due to weather conditions, the
senior staff was unable to meet
yesterday, Feb. 17, to discuss the
issue. Ausec said, “I do not know
the specific reasons that they have
not met, but they will not be meeting until Thursday,” today, Feb 18.
She said she would know more at
that time.
—Lili Martinez
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Griffin: Controversial Speaker Canceled Due to Potential Violence
From page 1

this attitude. “This isn’t just an intellectual game,” he said. “There are scary
poorly advertised on the Kenyon people out there, with a white nationalWeb site. “There was nothing in that ist agenda.”
ad that gave anybody any idea who
Students’ opinions on Griffin’s
[Nick] Griffin was, what his ties were, visit spanned a wide range, even among
what his ultimate agenda is, which is those with generally similar politics.
a white Europe,” Schubel said. “That’s Hannah Posner ’10, president of Kennot freedom of speech. Freedom of yon Democrats, said her organization
speech is about really having open was unable to agree on one unified
discourse with all the information statement on Griffin after discussing the
on the table.”
issue at a group meeting. “This was such
After Student Council Presi- a controversial event that even a group
dent Jonathan Meyers ’10 sent an of people from very similar points on
all-student e-mail with information the political spectrum had completely
about Griffin and his visit, an all-stu different opinions on how the situation
debate ensued with dozens of stu- should have been handled,” Posner
dents expressing their concerns and said.
outrages about the lecture. “There
Some students expressed concerns
was a broad range of opposition. No on all-stu that the event was marketed
one was really defending [Griffin],” as a discussion on climate change but,
Somers said. “I tried to, inasmuch as since Griffin is not a scientist, it would
there were any claims that I felt were not be productive to hear his analysis.
untrue, … make that known. But I feel Somers said the event was never meant
that is as close as anybody came to de- to be specifically about climate change,
fending him.
but about the effect
“At n o “There are scary people of the idea of clipoint did [the
mate change on our
Taft Society] out there with white na- conception of the
intend to com- tionalist agenda.”
nation-state and
municate that
western civiliza—Vernon Schubel
we endorse him
tion. “It’s political
or anything like
— it wasn’t a scienthat,” Somers said. “It’s just, here’s tific exposition,” Somers said. “I haven’t
somebody you’ll probably disagree heard anybody else who has a thoughtwith on just about everything; let’s out opinion on that specifically, so we
bring him here and put him on the thought it would be interesting to hear
spot.”
about that. … It wasn’t intended to bring
Schubel said he was critical of him in as some sort of an expert on the

Paid Advertisement

science of climate change.”
“I was generally proud of the community,” President S. Georgia Nugent
said. “I felt that virtually every student
that contributed to that discussion did
so in a civil, rational way.”
Schubel, however, said that certain
opinions raised in the all-stu discussion
may have alienated some students. “My
fear is that a lot of students of color, and
a lot of students who are here from the
third world — Arab students, Israeli
students, Brazilian students, African
students — are going to feel that this
is a college that doesn’t welcome them,
and that’s not true,” he said. “The fact
is, it’s four or five kids who have made
themselves appear a lot bigger because
of an all-stu war and because of inviting
this guy.”
The Taft Society was aware that
Griffin’s present views as well as controversial statements he has made in
the past might come up, but its members were “okay with that,” according
to Somers. They were, however, still
wary of the potential for violence,
especially in light of the events surrounding Griffin’s visit to Michigan
State University, where in October
2007, a confrontation occurred between Griffin supporters and protestors
outside his lecture there. This history of
violence surrounding Griffin’s speeches
prompted President S. Georgia Nugent
and some of the senior staff to watch
the developing situation and consider
possible responses.
“There is considerable evidence

about protest and scuffling and physi- the strong opposition to Griffin and
cal violence that have occurred in his his beliefs. “I think that was a good
history of speaking, much of it in Brit- decision for the community; I think
ain, some of it on college campuses,” it was especially good that that was a
Nugent said. “We were weighing all decision he made of his own behest,”
those behind the scenes. No one on Nugent said. “His statement is pretty
the administration contacted Taylor eloquent on that.”
[Somers] directly; we were just kind
“Almost everybody agreed that
of watching the situation.”
he has the right to speak,” said Somers,
Bob Hooper, director of Campus who said he believes the main concern
Safety, said he was
over Griffin’s visit
aware of the MSU “It’s hard to draw a line is the possible perincident and had arbitrarily of what is an ception that Kencontacted the
yon or the Robert
University’s chief acceptable level of con- A. Taft Society
of police. “It was troversy.”
was somehow en—Taylor Somers dorsing him by
a very difficult
situation for their
giving him a platcampus,” he said. “It definitely divided form to speak. “I’m of the opinion that
those that attended and it was very simply giving someone a platform to
difficult for their officers.”
speak is not an endorsement of them
Somers said he had been in or their position unless you come out
contact with the Office of Campus and say.”
Safety for a while leading up to the
After reading Somers’s e-mail
event to see how security concerns about the event cancellation, Nugent
should be handled. “I began to be said it was obvious that he had been
somewhat concerned about that in the through a lot with the experience and
weeks leading up to it, and then things wanted to do what was best for the
erupted the way [they] did and we just community. “It seems to me that this
decided mutually that it was best to has been a very painful experience for
cancel the event,” he said. “There were him,” she said. Since this was the Taft
some concerns for safety a while back Society’s first attempt at inviting a
and not unjustified due to the reaction speaker, Nugent said she has decided to
that he’s had at other venues.”
reconsider how the College is involved
Most of the violent opposition in bringing speakers. She said she plans
to the event, if any, was likely to to look at the whole process of inviting
come from outside Kenyon, Somers speakers to the campus, “not in terms of
thought. “Even if they couldn’t get closing out speech, but so that people
into the event, who knows what they who may not have much experience in
might do outside the event: to people inviting speakers have some support
leaving the event, to people going in, to think of all the possibilities that are
to us who would be there hosting, to important to think about.”
other Kenyon students who might
If the Taft Society decides to inbe protesting and get unintentionally vite another speaker, Somers said that,
injured,” he said.
in the interest of safety, it will make
“Our main concern was our sure that the person does not express
students and not really knowing how views as radical as Nick Griffin’s. But,
wide the advertising of this was, if we he said, it is still difficult to predict
were going to get a large crowd from how students will react to a particular
outside the community,” Bob Hooper, set of ideas.
director of Campus Safety said. “Those
“It’s hard to draw a line arbitrarily
were the concerns that we passed along of what is an acceptable level of conto Taylor [Somers]. I think … what troversy,” Somers said. “It’s a legitimate
he was seeing on the all-stus is what concern that we don’t want to be seen
he based his decision on to cancel as endorsing some of the views that he’s
the event.”
had. … I won’t deny that many of them
Hooper said he was in contact have been quite vile, but whether or not
with the Knox County Sheriff ’s De- it actually constitutes an endorsement
partment to inform the authority that is secondary to whether or not other
a controversial figure was in the county people would consider it an endorseand to arrange extra security for the ment.”
event. “We just wanted [Somers] to be
“I would hate to think that we
aware of the efforts. We felt we needed never invite controversial people,”
to have not only Safety members in- Schubel said. “But would we invite
volved but that we were going to have the [Ku Klux] Klan? Would we invite
members of the Sheriff ’s Department the neo-Nazis to talk? How far do
involved as well. You just prepare for we go?”
everything you think is going to come
For this reason, Somers said he
up,” he said.
would welcome a speaker from any
“I can imagine a desire to protest,” philosophy because his group wants
Nugent said. “I hope that if that had to foster discussion. “We want to talk
happened it would have been peaceful about political philosophy and if there
protest. In general I do not believe that was somebody on the left who was
heckling and shouting down is a good quite as controversial as Griffin then
use of free speech. I felt that basically why not [invite him]?”
the array of reactions that people dis“It is very important that the
cussed represented the way this com- College be a venue for the expression
munity would comport itself.”
of many different ideas,” Nugent said.
An all-stu message announced “Even if they are ideas that many of us
Somers’s decision to cancel the event, don’t subscribe to.”
indicating that the choice was made
— Additional reporting by Phoebe
in the interest of safety in light of Hillemann.
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Alum Blogs About Father’s Haiti Relief Efforts
By charlie schneider
Staff Writer
By day, Brandon Fitzgerald ’06,
a former English major, runs a Web
design company called Crooked
Shelf Web Design. By night, he runs
the Cleveland-Haiti Relief Blog,
which has been viewed by people
in over 250 cities around the world.
His purpose in running the blog is
to document the relief efforts of two
Cleveland doctors who went to Haiti
to help for a week in January in the
aftermath of the recent earthquake.
One of those doctors is his father, Dr.
Jack Fitzgerald, who has been a practicing anesthesiologist for 25 years
since completing medical school
at Northeastern Ohio Universities
College of Medicine.
Dr. Fitzgerald had no previous
history of relief work, but his friend
and colleague Dr. Paul Vanek’s reaction to a news report inspired him to
try to use his skills to help those in
need in Haiti.
“[Dr. Vanek] was watching a
report on CNN about a young girl
who was trapped under the rubble,”
Brandon Fitzgerald wrote in an email to the Collegian. “Her family
tried to amputate her [to save her]
and she died. He was so moved he
decided he had to go to Haiti to help.
My father heard about what he was
doing and called him up to see if he
could join him.”
Project Medishare, a non-profit
organization founded in 1994 “to
exclusively help improve the health
infrastructure in Haiti by building

ers, given the
state of its infrastructure.
The relief
efforts will
continue for
a long time.
Fortunately,
surgical cond itions are
i mp ro vi n g ,
but infections
are still a serious problem,
a l ong wi th
tuberculosis,
mening itis
and cholera.
Long -term
care will be an
issue — with
the state of
courtesey of Cleveland haiti relief blog hospitals in
Dr. Jack Fitzgerald, left, and Dr. Paul Vanek, second from right.
Haiti and so
clinics, training local physicians, he would perform limb salvage much demand for care, it will be difand funding sustainable health pro- surgeries, but his limited equipment ficult to foster physical and mental
grams,” according to its Web site, was made it tough.
well-being over an extended period
the first to respond to the doctors’
“[My father] likened the medi- of time for any single patient. Haiti
requests to help. Project Medishare cal care [in Haiti] to something is still in need of medical supplies
has built strong relationships in Haiti out of the American Civil War,” and equipment, prosthetics, crutches,
over the years due to its permanent Fitzgerald said. “Sometimes they tents and antibiotics, and will be for
presence and commitment to long- needed to amputate in order to save a long time to come.
term recovery. Doctors Fitzgerald patients’ lives. Amputation is like a
Despite the severe circumstances
and Vanek raised tens of thousands death sentence in Haiti: amputees in Haiti, Fitzgerald recommends
of dollars’ worth of medical supplies, are often not able to work. … Unlike a careful approach to relief work:
and then, with the help of Project here, it is difficult for amputees [in “Volunteers should not go uninvited,”
Medishare, took them to Haiti.
Haiti] to even get around. They also he said. “Misdirected compassion can
Dr. Fitzgerald arrived less than worked on a lot of children. Half cost resources and even lives. Medical
a week after the earthquake hit. He the population of Haiti is under the teams must be well-organized and
worked in the Haitian community age of 15.”
well-equipped, and should ideally
hospital for 15 hours a day, mostly
Today, the situation is still dire. have a history of disaster relief work
treating infections. When possible, It will be years before Haiti recov- and a background in either French or

Creole. Haiti will need volunteers for
years to come. … The whole world is
there in Haiti right now, but it must
stay committed long after the news
reporters and camera crews leave.”
Dr. Fitzgerald said that the best
way for people to help is to donate
money. He cites research showing
that a dollar donated can turn into
seven when given to the right relief
organization. His son wrote, “We
cannot be presumptuous; we must let
organizations like Project Medishare
be the ones to determine what is
needed and when.”
Reflecting on his week in Haiti,
Dr. Fitzgerald said: “The Haitian people have lived with so little for so long,
and the earthquake has left them with
even less. They are a resilient people
and with the world’s support they will
bounce back. Some things can never
be replaced, but I was grateful for the
opportunity to give back as much as
I could. I am proud of the way that
America has answered the call.”
To the Kenyon community,
Brandon Fitzgerald directs the following message: “I am very proud to
have gone to Kenyon. The community
is strong and supportive like none
other I have experienced. … I would
encourage students to take up this
cause in the months ahead when our
help will still be needed, and needed
even more. Kenyonites are a wildly
creative bunch, and I have no doubt
they could come up with a tremendous fundraiser.”
For information or ideas on how
to help, contact Brandon Fitzgerald
at fitzbrandon@gmail.com.

to the next in an unof Peirce Hall and
expected way. For exHenry Moore’s Large
ample, displayed at the
Spindle Piece in the
exhibit was Anthroposcience quad — are
métrie, a painting by
universally noted,
contemporary artist
and less well-known
Yves Klein that uses
art is visible throughthe medieval dye lapis
out campus from the
lazuli to color his relibrary to the dining
peating female nudes.
hall, about half of
This form of blue was
Kenyon’s art is not
primarily used to color
currently on display,
the garments of the
according to Cho.
Virgin Mary, as seen in
One of the projthe Wilton Diptych,
ects AHA is planning
a medieval painting
for this semester is an
roxanne smith “art crawl,” in which
representing the Madonna and her repeat- Jae Cho ’11 and Lucy Gardner ’11 preparing their first show.
interested students
ing female angels, also displayed.
The interest in experiencing and would be led through the works on
Researching these connections studying the art that is around rather campus, both the famous and less
fulfilled the association’s original than on slides or in textbooks had so. To accompany this celebration
intent of creating a place to discuss been sparked by Gardner’s experience of on-campus art, the association
art, and the final product increased in the Modern Art III class taught plans to create a pamphlet focused
the visibility both of the club and of by the club’s current advisor, Profes- on Kenyon’s art collection, to gather
the department as a whole.
sor of Art History Melissa Dabakis. the information about various pieces
Last semester, Cho and Gardner “The emphasis of the class was put on campus into one place and make
studied abroad with the Kenyon in on the art on campus,” Gardner said. it easily accessible.
Rome program, which focuses on “Every few weeks, we had to give
The significance of this pamart history, though it is open to all presentations on a piece of art at phlet extends beyond a single event.
majors. “Being in a place that is jam- Kenyon. Now, you had this sort of To have it available in the Office of
packed with art, you gain an aware- experience where you could apply it Admissions — a goal of the club —
ness of the importance of seeing art inside the classroom and outside of would signal to prospective students
constantly,” Gardner said. The pair the classroom.”
not only the presence of notable art
spent much of their time considering
While some pieces on campus on campus, but also the presence of
ways to bring this knowledge and ap- — such as Paul Manship’s Indian students who are passionate about it.
preciation back to campus.
and Pronghorned Antelope outside Funding may be difficult to come by,

as AHA is not yet firmly established
on campus, but the Art History Department may help fund the project,
according to Cho.
The College itself seems to be
making art and art history more of a
priority. Aside from the recent addition of scholarships for art students,
its long term plan for expansion
includes creating a museum to house
some of the works that are not on
display, according to Cho. Members
of AHA note that Oberlin College,
often compared to Kenyon in size and
character, is known for its museum
of fine art.
When asked about the longterm goals of the organization, both
Gardner and Cho stressed the importance of keeping AHA alive and
energized. “The club itself is [our]
best long-term legacy,” Cho said.
Currently, AHA is working on
organizing its second annual show at
the Horn Gallery, an important step
in creating a set of traditions that can
establish the association as a living
part of the college community said
Gardner.
Originally formed to provide
a welcoming place for art history
majors who desire an outlet for their
interests, AHA is now widening its
reach, pushing to make enthusiasm
for and awareness of art permanent
fixtures on campus.

1994

A Renaissance for Art History Association
By fred hill
Staff Writer

With its small size and isolated
location in Bailey House, Kenyon’s
art history department unavoidably
lacks the scope and resources available to the departments of larger
schools. The newly re-formed and
reenergized Art History Association (AHA), a student organization
headed by Lucy Gardner ’11, Jae
Cho ’11 and Vivienne Peng ’12, is
working to create opportunities to
view art outside of Kenyon as well
as take greater advantage of the art
on campus.
Art History Association’s prior
incarnation dissolved about two
years ago due to a lack of interest.
When Cho and Roxanne Smith ’11,
who is currently abroad, decided
to revive the organization last year,
they had very little idea of where to
start or what their goals would be.
Cho describes the original intent
of the group as simply “a means for
interested students to get together to
talk about art history.”
Even in its fledgling year, the
AHA has managed to organize a
successful show at the Horn Gallery. Held in mid-April of last year,
“Connect the Dots” displayed a
selection of posters of famous pieces
of art, each of which was connected
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BFEC Managers Opt For Life Down the Hill
By lili martinez
Staff Writer

The Brown Family Environmental Center’s isolation and
relative distance from most College buildings — it lies 0.6 miles
down the road, across Highway
229 — discourage many from
making the trek down
the Kenyon hill, across
th e Ko ko s ing R i ver
Bridg e and pa st the
Kokosing Gap Trail.
But there are some students who walk to and
from the BFEC every
day — b e cause the y
live there. They are the
BFEC student managers, intrepid naturelovers who chose to live
and work at the BFEC
because of, not in spite
of, its isolation.
The beauty of the
BFEC’s location made
the decision to apply
easy for Claire Buss
’12 and Joey Johnston
’10, the current managers. “The BFEC is my
favorite place on campus,” Buss said, “and the
opportunity to live in a
beautiful home next to
the woods, it struck me
as crazy not to apply.
It’s just an amazing location, and I really like being able
to be separate from campus.”
“[ The BFEC] is the most
beautiful place there is,” Johnston
said, “and I really like the idea of
being able to bracket Kenyon with
a life separate from that and to be

Students

Thursday nights [which] would
be open to whoever would want to
come, and a celebration of the full
moon with dancing and drums [in
March],” Johnston said.
According to the job posting
on the Kenyon Web site, which
is now accepting applications for
next year, the BFEC student managers are the “chief liaisons with the student
body. Their primar y
duty is to coordinate
student outreach and
programs and to generally encourage students
to avail themselves of
the BFEC’s diverse offerings.” In addition,
they “assist BFEC staff
with a variety of community- and collegetargeted programs and
help to maintain the
420-acre preserve and
its associate d facilities.”
They are also responsible for student
outreach. “We put on
a lot of events throughout the semester. We
just basically try to get
students down to the
area and engaged with
the wildlife,” Johnston
said.
Both managers
milica petrovic
have had pa st exp e grounds, doing everything from rience with the outdoors and
“maintenance stuff ” to “general wildlife: “I grew up hiking, and
upkeep of the grounds,” including all the summer jobs I’ve had were
greenhouse jobs or landscaping
gardens, Johnston said.
For the coming semester, the jobs, so I ’ve always had that,”
managers are planning a myriad Johnston said.
“I ’ve worked at a summer
of events, including “bonfires on
aware that there are other people
in the world.”
As student managers, Buss
and Johnston live in the BFEC
farmhouse along with two resident students, their roommates
Beth Lowry ’12 and Jamie Katz
’10, respectively. They take care
of the house and the surrounding

Caroline Black ’12 and
Laura Markstein ’12

Claire Buss ’12 and
Colin Walker ’12

camp for the past few summers that the Environmental Center
and I grew up next to a big forest can offer students in general is
as well,” Buss said. As for disad- an opportunity to get away and
vantages to living down the hill to relax. A lot of times, we invite
from campus, Buss said she doesn’t students to programs and events
mind the walk up the hill. “A lot that we also invite community
of people like being surrounded members to, so it’s an opportunity
by a ton of people — Kenyon has a to interact in a different way than
whole idea of close community — you would inside the bubble,”
but I also think
she said. And
it’s important
o students
“I really like the idea of twho
to have time
cring e at
w h e r e y o u’r e being able to bracket t h e t h o u g h t
not around othf walking
Kenyon with a life sepa- odown
er people, time
that hill,
to yourself, so rate from that and to be Dohert y said,
I really like it,”
not be
aware that there are other “Iablemight
she said.
to change
H e a t h e r people in the world.”
their mind that
D o h e r t y, t h e
miles is a far
-Joey Johnston 0.6
BFEC program
distance — but
manager, works
if you could
with Buss and
walk from
Johnston to develop programs North to South [campus] for a
for Kenyon and the surrounding party you can walk down here. It’s
community. “It’s kind of a dual just a matter of motivation.”
purpose thing : my co -worker
If you are able to get motivat[Facility Manager of the Brown ed and walk down to the BFEC,
Family Environmental Center] you won’t be disappointed. Future
Dave Heithaus and I super vise programs include an Earth Day
the student managers, so we hire festival and marathon on April
them and oversee their work, 25 and a wildflower walk on May
and they are support staff for the 8. Additionally, the farmhouse is
Environmental Center,” she said. open for public use. “The whole
“We want students to be aware first floor is open to the public
of the resources down here and — people can come into it any
what’s available to them. That’s time and use it for events they
mostly what we’ve put them in have,” Buss said. The house is
charge of doing. Then we set them equipped with all kinds of ameloose and let them develop their nities, even Wi-Fi, so “if you’re
own programs. … Who better to bored and looking for something
speak to what students want than different to do or if you’re into
students themselves?”
experiencing nature, there are lots
According to Doherty, the of different venues for [you] to
BFEC can be an escape for stressed come down and enjoy [yourself ],”
college students. “What we hope Doherty said.

Royal Rhodes

Daniel Hartnett

Professor of Religious Studies

Assistant Professor of Spanish

Fac/Staff

Totals so far:
Students: 13.5
Faculty: 14

Gambier
Grillin’

Vs

What is the most common
religious affiliation amongst
American presidents?

Presbyterian

Episcopalian

Episcopalian

What is the largest Muslim
country by population?

India

Indonesia

Indonesia

Indonesia

Indonesia

Where are the 2012
Summer Olympics?

Kurdistan

Brazil

London

London

London

What school of art grew out the
the poetry of Tristan Tzara?

Cubism

Dada

Art Deco

Expressionism

Dada

What pop singer is known as
“The Material Girl”?

Madonna

Madonna

Madonna

Madonna

Madonna

One

Four

Four

Four

Total Correct

Episcopalian

Episcopalian
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The opinions page is a space for
members of the community to discuss
issues relevant to the campus and the
world at large. The opinions expressed
on this page belong only to the writer.
Columns and letters to the editors do not
reflect the opinions of the Collegian staff.
All members of the commuity are welcome
to express opinions through a letter to the
editor.
The Kenyon Collegian reserves the
right to edit all letters submitted for length
and clarity. The Collegian cannot accept
anonymous or psendonymous letters.
Letters must be signed by individuals, not
organizations, and must be 200 words or
less. Letters must also be received no later
than the Tuesday prior to publication. The
Kenyon Collegian prints as many letters
as possible each week subject to space,
interest and appropriateness. Members of
the editorial board reserve the right to reject
any submission. The views expressed in
the paper do not necesassarily reflect the
views of Kenyon College.

by MARINA PRADO-STEIMAN
Guest Columnist
I was disappointed to learn this
past Sunday that Nick Griffin, chair
of the British National Party (BNP),
had been invited to speak at Kenyon
College. The event was advertised as a
discussion on current climate changes;
what it neglected to mention was Griffin’s troubling history. In short, Griffin
is an infamous racist, xenophobe,
homophobe and Holocaust denier. He
has been accused twice, and criminally
convicted once, for publishing racially
inflammatory materials, and he has been
seen with KKK member David Duke.
Griffin has been quoted as saying: “I am
well aware that the orthodox opinion
is that six million Jews were gassed and
cremated and turned into lampshades.
Orthodox opinion also once held that
the world is flat.” His last conviction for
racially seditious materials was in 2004
for anti-Islamic statements; non-Caucasians were still refused membership
from the BNP until 2009.
While certainly no one has voiced
their support of these beliefs at Kenyon,
numerous debates have taken place over
the last few days concerning the value of
inviting such an individual to campus.
From my personal perspective, I feel
that the only right choice was made:
the Griffin event was canceled in order
to protect students. Though the talk’s
scheduled topic was climate change, this
ecological issue is not free from Griffin’s
or the BNP’s prejudice. In fact, on its
Web page dedicated to environmental
issues, the BNP states: “overpopulation

Triple N by Nick Nazmi

environment.” This page references
the BNP’s immigration policy, which
demands the immediate deportation
of “all those who commit crimes and
whose original nationality was not British.” Clearly, then, the issues of racism
and xenophobia are connected to the
issue of climate change for Griffin and
wouldn’t have been avoided had the talk
actually occurred.
The major topic of the debate,
however, concerned free speech and
tolerance for, without subscribing to,
all persons and ideals. Advocates for
the Griffin talk claimed that there was
no harm in allowing him to voice his
views, that we are adults and intelligent
enough to make up our own minds as
to whose opinion
is correct and that
ignoring individuals like Griffin does
not do away with
their existence. All
of these points are
valid, and certainly this issue is complex.
At the same time, I urge the Kenyon
community to try and understand the
personal feelings of those, like myself,
who protested the event.
Kenyon College is my home, and
it is the home of all of you as well. We
pay to go here and are promised safety
from enmity from our peers as well
as outsiders. While we should aspire
to political correctness and tolerance,
Griffin isn’t someone with a different
point of view; he is someone with a
hostile point of view. His denial of the
Holocaust denies my family history,
and his hatred of immigrants further
denies my family the right to live in
this country. I have no tolerance for
someone who has never met me, yet
is only intolerant of my existence, and
why should I? I do not see the equality
in that. The event was canceled for the
safety of the students, but I wonder why

a physically violent reaction; did no
one fear an emotional or psychological
one? Griffin did not even arrive on
campus, yet we are already divided and
hurt on this issue. Friendships are in
jeopardy for some, and several professors are extremely disappointed in us.
When Kenyon College guaranteed its
efforts toward my safety, I assumed that
included safety from persecution and
psychological distress.
Furthermore, I believe the cancellation of this event was in the best
interest of Kenyon College itself. In
my opinion, hosting Griffin is contrary
to Kenyon’s stated set of values and its
prerogative to endorsing multiculturalism. Naturally, hosting individuals is not
the same as subscribing to their
beliefs. However,
Griffin’s talk was
approved by the
College, which
connotes taking
on the responsibility for the event and
reactions towards it. At the same time,
the event was advertised benignly without giving students any warning of the
potential dangers in attending the talk.
We should be aware of how our school
is perceived and not be ignorant of what
asking Griffin to speak here will look
like from outside perspectives. Recently,
Kenyon was cited by KKK leader David
Duke as one of the “best colleges for
whites,” and I believe allowing Griffin to
speak here would only exacerbate that
image. Our school should never be seen
as validating Griffin’s discrimination,
and we should always be intolerant of
those of who incite race hatred.
As Samuel Taylor Coleridge once
said, “I have seen great intolerance
shown in the support of tolerance.”
I can only hope that Kenyon is not a
community that would forget such a
lesson.

We should be aware
of how our school is
perceived.

Teach Us
to Write

Anyone who has heard of Kenyon knows it for its excellent English
program and its well-regarded literary
journal, The Kenyon Review. As a selective liberal arts college, Kenyon has
many excellent academic programs, but
the English Department clearly stands
out as the College’s gem. So why can’t
all Kenyon students write?
Many can write. Many live to
write. But there is a not-insignificant
portion of students whose writing truly
does not meet the standards a selective
college like Kenyon should
set for its students. In papers
sent to the Online Writing
Lab, pieces published in certain campus journals and,
yes, articles submitted to this
publication, it is a shame to
see basic principles of English
grammar so abused or writing
so formulaic that even brilliant ideas are obscured. That
is why good writing is so crucial: without a mastery of the
basics of grammar and syntax,
without sufficient practice, students are
unable to adequately express their ideas,
and the unique insights of bright young
minds go unnoticed.
To remedy this embarrassment,
Kenyon should institute a required
first-year writing seminar. Most colleges
have some sort of writing requirement,
whether it is that all first-semester
students are automatically enrolled in
an “intro to writing” lecture or that
all students must at some point take a
writing-intensive class in any discipline.
Kenyon’s writing requirement should
be modeled after its quantitative reasoning (QR) requirement, which mandates
that students take one class from among
the diverse offerings that fulfill it. Principles of Microeconomics, Surprises at
Infinity and Biology in Science Fiction
are popular QR courses, and writing
seminar offerings could be just as diverse. Political science, history, English,
religion, anthropology, international
studies and sociology all offer ample
opportunities for interesting, writingintensive classes, and first years should
be required to take at least one.
High-school seniors applying to
Kenyon are judged on many aspects of
their academic, extracurricular and personal profiles, and writing skills rightly
are only one criterion of many. Not all
intelligent, academically accomplished
people are destined to become great
writers—but all have the capacity to
become good writers. Kenyon does a
disservice to its students by not even attempting to improve their fundamental
writing skills in a systematic way.
This is a controversial proposal,
and even among Collegian editors there
is dissent. Yet we, some of the editors of
the Collegian, propose a first-year writing requirement because we sincerely
believe that all new Kenyon students,
regardless of previous writing experience or innate writing talent, would
benefit from a course focused on improving clarity and eloquence in written
expression, taught by one of Kenyon’s
many distinguished humanities and
social science professors.

staff editorial
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Denying Division Disempowers Sororities

by JOHN CRAIN
Guest Columnist
The real reason some faculty
stand against Greek life is that
most small liberal arts schools of
Kenyon’s caliber have already done
away with it. The reasons why are
clear: marketing the Greek way to
the kinds of students that apply to
a college like Kenyon is not easy.
This attitude is apparent every
time a tour passes through the
South Quad: “Yes, we have fraternities here, but don’t worry, they’re
very nice. Yes, we know Bowdoin…
yes, we know Oberlin… ”
But the stance some faculty
have taken apropos of sorority
housing aspires to greater subtlety
than this. From Professor Sarah
Murnen’s article last week: “At
this important juncture, in the
face of reaccreditation and of
the fact that 20 years have passed
since the last wide-scale effort to
evaluate housing and student life
at Kenyon, we are calling upon
the College to consider whether
the current system of ‘division’
housing is, indeed, unfair — not
simply to sorority women, but to

every woman on campus and to
every man who has not been tapped
to join a fraternity.”
The response to this is clear:
it is apparent that the sororities
would like division housing, and
it is ludicrous to say that giving
them the privilege male fraternities
already enjoy is somehow unfair or
un-egalitarian. In fact, the above
quote makes no sense as an argument against sorority housing. As
the op-eds last week pointed out,
to grant sororities division housing
would actually be utterly fair. As a
further consideration, the language
used above to describe the situation
of fraternities on campus is wildly
exaggerated, given that this year
has seen the smallest number of
bids in a long
ti m e . No t t o
mention that it
is outright false
with regards to
the actual system used here,
where Greek
org an izations
d o n o t “t a p”
— S ku l l a n d
B o n e s “t a p s”
— but receive
bids and then
decide whether
or not to accept
them. Many groups even have official or unspoken policies against
rejecting bids.
So why not give sororities
divisions of their own? Also from

Professor Murnen’s article: “While
I recognize that the women who
brought forth the proposal for sorority division housing are seeking
equity with fraternity men who
already have this privilege, raising the issue has reminded many
of us that we think the current
system is unfair and should not be
replicated.” To me, this statement
is an acknowledgement of the utter transparency of some faculty’s
anti-Greek stance. In effect this
says: “While we understand that
the real meaning of equality is to
distribute rights equally, this system
is already so bad that to make it fair
would be to make it, on the whole,
more unfair.”
That is an absurd statement,
and there is no
reason for any
of us to take it
seriously. It completely ignores
the reality that
Kenyon’s sororities comprise the
gem of the Greek
system; they earn
some of the highest grades and are
some of the most
generally successful and upstanding members of
the campus community. The close
bonds they form create networks of
support that lead to more success
and a development of even more
of the campus’s potential. They

The close bonds
they form create
networks of support that lead to
more success and
development of the
campus’s potential.

Letter to the Editor: Listen Before Rejecting
I am writing in response to
the cancellation of the Nick Griffin event that was scheduled for
this week. I want to make it clear
that I wholeheartedly disagree
with everything that man says and
stands for, but I have some questions for the Kenyon students and
staff who were against him speaking. First, is it more meaningful
and empowering to protest Nick
Griffin by demanding that he not
even set foot on campus, or to

listen to him speak with respect
and then question and reject his
ideas passionately? Which route
gives one’s objections more credibility : dismissing the speaker
before he speaks, or listening ,
processing and then rejecting his
ideas with fervor? Nick Griffin
is often called a fascist. What do
you call the people who try to
censor free speech in the perfect
forum for the exchange of ideas, a
college? Whatever these people’s

motives were, they did it in a way
that gives more credibility to Nick
Griffin’s ideas than their own
beliefs and motives. Apparently
the organizers don’t agree with
Nick Griffin in full; they were
just trying to bring another point
of view, albeit controversial, to
your school. They should not be
lambasted for that.

Tickle Me Jell-o by Bob Dorff

“I’m beginning to think that being a duck is really
undermining my credibility as a doctor.”

—Patrick A. Bateman
Tallahassee, Fla.

deserve division housing, they have
earned it, and they would benefit
from it.
But let us be clear — sororities
already live separately. The debate
is over whether
to allow them to
lock in separate
housing — not
in their current
Aclands but in
residence halls
— for future
generations.
What is really
at stake is this:
a fraternity can
shrink to as few
as two or three or
four members —
not impossible
given the cycles
recruiting goes
through — and
keep its division
for the year it
will take to recover their numbers.
Sororities cannot depend on this
permanence — if a sorority cannot
fill its Acland for a crucial year, it
must surrender it. Without a space,
recruiting becomes even more difficult, and sorority members have
even fewer opportunities to gather
in a space with shared history, a
necessary facet of Greek life.
Therefore, what some of the
faculty would like amounts to
keeping the situation of sororities
up in the air and retaining the
potential for their disappearance
— an outcome that would be no
less than a tragedy for our community. At least one sorority has
already disappeared under these
conditions twice and has shown
such perseverance as to resurrect
itself twice. The will clearly exists
— how can that be questioned? Or
perhaps sororities just don’t realize
how destructive their wishes are?
Some of the faculty would seem
to have it this way. In the end, it is
only shameful that we do not allow
such spirited, talented and frankly
wonderful individuals as the sisters
of NIA, Theta, EDM and Zeta
the same privileges as their male

counterparts.
And we should not deceive ourselves: the question is not whether
or not we would like to grant
sororities division housing , but
whether or not
we would like
to keep sororities on campus
in the future. As
elsewhere, the
campus administration seems
determined to
squeeze Greek
life as it is not
only a hindrance
to re cr u i ting ,
but a roadblock
to expanding the
size of the student population,
which is one of
t h e C o l l e g e ’s
goals. While permanent division
housing does often make it more
difficult to fill dormitories to their
full capacity, this goal of expansion
brings up more questions and adds
even greater significance to sororities’ struggle. Are we comfortable
with our school being run as a
business so profit-driven it dictates
what is good for the student body
even when, according to a survey
cited by a recent Collegian article,
76 percent of the student population actually supports sorority division housing (“Sorority Housing
Debated,” Feb. 4)?
Twenty-four percent is not
a small minority. This number
represents several hundred students, many of whom may disagree
strongly with granting sororities
division. Whether or not they realize it, to deny division housing to
Kenyon’s sororities would be more
than just keeping with the status
quo. It would be a positive blow
against the existence of sororities.
To their disagreement and that of
some of the faculty, I pose the above
considerations with high hopes
that the utterly deserving sororities
of Kenyon will not once again be
slighted by the administration.

It is only shameful
that we do not allow such spirited,
talented and frankly
wonderful individuals as the sisters of
NIA, Theta, EDM
and Zeta the same
privileges as their
male counterparts.

Tummy Sticks by Gracie Gardner
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By Lili martinez
Staff Writer
“On Saturday, the 13th instant, the top stone of the tower
that crowns Ascension Hall was
finally laid…” (The Kenyon Collegian, November 1858)
Ascension Hall’s imposing
face looms over students every day
as they go about their daily routines. Its three towers, two shorter
structures flanking the sides and
one tall one rising from the middle, stand in silent observation of
student life. And enclosed in the
third tower is a place that many
have most likely never been: the
Ascension Observatory.
That third tower is the astronomy tower, and up a set of
well-hidden stairs, it conceals a
telescope and a rotating view of
the stars. For those of you who

thought the two-mile trek
stored to working
to the Franklin Miller Oborder thanks to
servatory was the only way
his efforts. Fundto get a good view of the
ing for the restonight sky, think again. Keration was poor
nyon students of centuries
a n d g r u d g ing l y
past had only to climb the
g iven by the asthree flights of stairs to the
sociate provost at
top of Ascension and enter
the time, James. G.
what lo o k s l ike a sma l l
Williamson, who
closet door at the top of the
declined to fund
stairs to reach the heavens,
a ny t h i n g o t h e r
whereas today, students
than “ro utin e
must contact Safety and
maintenance.” In
Security to be let into the
order to pay for
tower.
the restoration,
The history of AscenPa i s l e y f o r m e d
s i on’s a stron omy tower
an astronomy
reaches back to the Colclub. According
lege’s earliest days. A teleto the Columbus
courtesy of the Kenyon archives Dispatch, Feb. 3,
scope was installed in the Scott Paisley ’81 and the observatory he helped to restore.
observatory soon after the
1 9 8 0 , “ Pa i s l e y
building was completed. It was a gift from a minister in Suffolk, graved inscription on the tube of needed a reason to restore an
presented to Philander Chase as England, in 1827. A hand-en- the telescope reads: “This tele- old tower obser vator y on the
scope is presented to the Right. Kenyon College campus … so the
Revd. Philander Chase, Bishop psycholog y major organized a
of Ohio, as a token of respect campus astronomy club and has
and veneration by the Daughter been happily working ever since.”
as a fancy place to shop. There’s your style?
and other Descendents of the late A new telescope was loaned by a
a vintage place in Soho called
Reverend William Jones, of Mary- student’s grandfather to facilitate
Screaming Mimi’s, which is great
CL: It’s mainly people, but I’m land, County of Suffolk, England, the stargazers’ meetings, and in
and where I get most of my stuff.
also influenced by countries and for the use of
1980 the renotheir cultures. Paris has a great vibe. the Students of
vations were fiTKC: Do you have personal The first day I was in Paris, when I Kenyon College A telescope was in- nally finished,
style icons?
was 16, I was so excited to be there in the Diocese
only
stalled in the observa- although
that I dressed up like Madeline. It of Ohio, April,
af ter the la st
tory in 1827, a gift to layer of pigeon
CL: Yeah, definitely. It is so was so funny — people looked at 1827.”
cliché, but Audrey Hepburn is defi- me like I was some sort of street
In 1860 anwas
Philander Chase from droppings
nitely a big icon. Everything that’s performer.
other telescope
sanded off.
black and form-fitting looks great
was donated; it a minister in Suffolk,
After Paison her. She’s a little too skinny,
TKC: Do you consider your- was larger than
ley graduated,
England.
but she’s so elegant and classic. A self to be a follower of fashion?
the first and
h o w e v e r, t h e
more modern person is a little more
both were used
obser vatory
CL: I think so. A lot of for many years for the school’s once again fell into disuse. In
people tell me, “don’t follow astronomy and surveying classes. 1987, deliberations regarding the
the trends,” but we really are But gradually the room fell into senior gift ended with a decision
influenced by our culture. disrepair. The astronomy tower to restore the observatory. It had
You might see something in stood forgotten for years, the been used sporadically in the past
a magazine that might sub- original telescope was donated few years but was in no condition
consciously influence you. to the Smithsonian and students to be utilized regularly. A ColleBut I do really love fashion went about their daily lives in the gian article from Feb. 26, 1987,
magazines and contempo- shadow of the forgotten tower.
said: “Although a definite plan
rary fashion.
A 1971 Coll eg ian ar ticle has not yet been devised, there are
about the astronomy tower re- some obvious changes that would
TKC: What’s your fa- vived interest in the forgotten need to be made in order to make
vorite piece of clothing that room. Astronthe observatory
you own?
omy students
a working one.
wondered why Paisley needed a rea- Its dome needs
CL: Oh, that’s easy. I’ve the y were un- son to restore an old t o b e s e a l e d
only worn it once. It was my able to use the
and many fixprom dress. I got a really nice room; the rea- tower observatory ... tures ne e d to
prom dress from my parents. son turned out so [he] organized a
be fixed or reIt’s Hervé Leger, and it was to be material.
p l a c e d .” St uform-fitting and beautiful. It T h e d o m e i n campus astronomy
dents and facwas Audrey Hepburn meets the observatory club.
ulty were hopeBeyonce. It has these sparkly had rusted and
the
-The Columbus Dispatch foulb s erabout
stones on it that were also was rotting, and
vator y ’s
beautiful. It was so special. bird droppings
future prosI’m not sure when I’ll be able formed a carpet on the floor. This pects, however.
to wear it again, though.
sorry state of affairs continued
And now ? The tower still
Ben McMillan
until 1976, when first-year Scott stands, and the observatory waits
difficult, though. I don’t know if
TKC: Do you have any piece Paisley ’81, together with a few to be used, although it hardly ever
there’s one contemporary person. of clothing or accessory that you friends, began work to restore the is. If you happen to be ascending
In Annie Hall, Diane Keaton has aspire to own?
tower. “Paisley … ‘discovered’ the the middle staircase to study in
a very masculine aesthetic. I tend
observatory earlier this year as it Nu Pi Kappa reading room and
to dress a little more masculine. I
CL: Definitely. I can’t remem- lay in partial ruin due to birds you glance to your left at the
try to add components of male and ber for sure — it’s either Armani or and nearly 25 years of neglect,” top of the stairs, take note of the
female style into my look.
Oscar de la Renta — but it was the a Collegian article from Jan. 20, small, unassuming wooden door
dress that Hilary Swank wore when 1977, reported.
there: it’s the door to the AscenTKC: On the same note, are she won her Oscar. It was so beautiIt took until his senior year, sion observatory, Kenyon’s very
there other things that influence ful. That’s my dream dress.
but Paisley did see the tower re- own gateway to the heavens.

Style Profile: Caroline Lindy
By ben mcmillan
Staff Writer

Caroline Lindy ’12 has imme diately re cog nizable st yle.
Quirkier than the average outfit,
Lindy’s clothing choices make her
stand out from the crowd. Even
battling the elements, Lindy brings
some of herself into what she
wears everyday. Having set up our
interview during one of Kenyon’s
recent blizzard-like storms, I worried that she wouldn’t even be
able to make to the Bookstore,
let alone bring some sense
of style. My worrying was
for naught, as Lindy made it
on time and also professed
her love of the snow. “In
New York, it’s pretty for the
first few hours, but then the
snow just turns black. Here
[in Gambier], you’re able to
enjoy the beauty of it,” said
Lindy. After dusting the
residual snow off, Lindy and
I sat down to talk about her
stylistic flourishes.
The Kenyon Collegian:
How would you describe your
personal style?
Caroline Lindy: I think
I would have to say that it’s
some sort of combination of
an old lady meets ’90s grunge meets Audrey Hepburn.
That’s how I would describe
my style.
TKC: Where do you do
most of your shopping?
CL: Well, at Kenyon, I go to
the fabulous Goodwill, where you
can find a lot of great things. You
can find coats that people have
been wearing forever, and they
fit perfectly. Since I live in New
York City I have a lot of options,
though. I love Bergdorf Goodman
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Three Sisters Delivers Expected Chekhov Dreariness

Allie Wigley

Eliza Logan ’11, Maria Krovatin ’10 and Rachel Sachnoff ’12 in Three Sisters.

by James Dennin
Staff Writer
The Russian playwright Anton Chekhov is infamous for
raising difficult questions and
not really answering them. Odds
are, if anything in one of his plays
is treated with any sort of eager
anticipation — whether it be a
marriage or a favorable re-location to an illustrious capital city
— the dream seldom comes to
actual fruition. It should then go
without saying that the “carnival”
often mentioned in Kenyon College Dramatic Club’s production
of Three Sisters, directed by Visiting Assistant Professor of Drama
Robin Gordon, never actually
comes.

Three Sisters is very much a
play of ideas. The three women
who play the central protagonista
— clad predictably in white, grey
and black — represent the varying
degrees of optimism, realism and
depression we associate with the
inevitable progression of time.
As the play begins and the lights
come up on the barren, annoyingly symmetrical set, the youthful Irina chatters excitedly about
a forthcoming move. The actual
name of the city (Moscow), for
the sake of the preservation of my
sanity and likely the sanity of those
involved in the production itself,
should probably go unrepeated in
this article.
Irina, played with naturalness
by Rachel Sachnoff ’12, is imme-

diately placed at the focal point
of the play’s opening action. It
is her birthday, and as the rest of
the play shows, it is in focusing
on the simplicity of youth that
we can forget the severity of our
own problems. This is perhaps
why Irina’s naïveté is treated with
such happy complicity by the rest
of her family. Though twenty, she
cheerfully babbles over the childlike gifts she receives, and happily
espouses that oh-so-Russian value
of hard work.
The youngest sister’s optimism is harshly juxtaposed with
the harsher realism of her two
older sisters. Masha, the middle
sister played by Maria Krovatin
’10 and clad in black, angrily laments at her failed marriage to an

“unintelligent” teacher at a local
high school, and Olga, played by
Eliza Logan ’11, the eldest and a
spinster, is tired and overworked.
The performances of both women
plausibly deliver the additional
stoicism requisite of their character’s additional years.
Masha’s development as a
character is duly noted through
her infidelity with the idealist Vershinin and her eventual decision to
return to her affable husband. Her
attraction to Vershinin is almost
disconcerting — at the start of the
play he casually and coldly laments
his wife’s persistent attempted
suicides, as if they were a ploy intended to torture him. Despite the
bizarre nature of their interaction,
theirs is the only attraction in the
play that is remotely authentic, a
remarkably effective manifestation
of Chekhov’s ultimate thesis about
the nature of marriage.
Chekhov, indeed, remains the
play’s greatest skeptic. Two of his
characters argue extensively about
the nature of work, education and
happiness. The inevitable result of
these discussions is that they are,
in practice, draining, pointless and
elusive. The only fulfilling exercise is to look toward the future.
Their conjecture, ultimately, is
that “happiness is reserved for our
distant descendents.”
To suggest that Three Sisters
is an optimistic work about the
rewards of procreation, however, is a gross oversimplification.
Marriage is treated lightly here,
and those who teach do little
more than complain about the
demanding nature of their jobs.

Only Natasha — the infuriating
sister-in-law — seems to gain satisfaction from her motherhood, as
she selfishly evicts long-standing
members of the household to
make room for her own spawn.
Natasha’s character, played with
relish by Caroline Black ’12, is
pitch-perfect in her insufferability. Hers is by no means a loving
marriage. Bereft of romance and
sexuality, her defeated husband,
played by Kevin Holloway ’11,
flees his wife once they are married and pushes the carriage, as we
would imagine Sisyphus pushing
his rock.
Their marriage is indicative
of one of Chekhov’s many central
theses — that marriage is, in part,
an act of selfish self-perpetuation.
Once our children stop distracting
us from our problems and begin
to create problems of their own,
we are often content to abandon
them. It is thus no surprise that
the young est daug hter, Irina ,
decides to follow her sister into
spinsterhood and a life of service
at the play’s close.
Gordon’s direction of the
play, though somewhat heavyhanded, was effective in isolating
Chekhov’s messages while still
finding the optimism in the text.
Senior Drew Lewis’s immensely
likeable portrayal of Kulygin as
the hapless cuckold who eventually
decides to forgive his unfaithful
wife, Irina’s decision to become a
teacher and Olga’s effectiveness as
a matriarch all lend themselves to
an overall message that while the
pursuit of happiness may be fruitless, virtue can still exist.

Senior Recitals Preview
ROBERT TOTH

VINNIE LU

Robert Toth’s senior presentation
in music is focused on the Cleveland
Orchestra. The paper is in three parts.
The first part discusses how they choose
their repertoire and plan each concert,
specifically what factors influence the
music that the orchestra choose to play.
The second part is an analysis he did on
all the music they’ve performed in the
last seven years, which coincide with
the tenure of the orchestra’s current
conductor. The final part consists of
conclusions and suggestions for ways
that all orchestras can attract new audience members, especially young people.
He will present at 4:00 p.m. on Saturday.
Feb. 20, in Brandi Recital Hall.

Vinnie Lu’s senior lecture and
composition is titled “Music We All
Made: The Motown Approach to
Popular Songwriting.” Taking a holistic
approach, this project attempts to grasp
the spirit of Motown through research
of primary and secondary sources. Lu
wrote four songs that employ harmonic,
melodic and lyrical devices idiomatic to
Motown music, and the corresponding
recordings attempt to reproduce the distinct Motown sound. His presentation
also includes a transcription of eight archetypical Motown songs and attempts
to understand their musical language.
He performs at1:00 p.m. on Saturday,
Feb. 20, in Brandi Recital Hall.

KFS Preview
I CAN’T BELIEVE IT’S TRUE WEEK
Friday, Feb. 12 — Shattered Glass
Hayden Christensen, best known as Anakin Skywalker from the latest Star Wars movies,
proves that he actually can act in this film based on the life of Stephen Glass. Glass, a charismatic
reporter for the magazine The New Republic, is accused of fabricating stories, and a comprehensive
investigation begins concerning one of his articles. The film highlights one of the most infamous
journalistic scandals in history but manages to excel beyond being a simple docudrama — it’s an
exciting and gripping detective story. If the story’s not enough, come for Peter Sarsgaard’s layered
performance as the conflicted editor Charles Lane.
Saturday, Feb. 13 — Catch Me If You Can
What better way to usher in Phling than with the Oscar-nominated Catch Me If You Can,
one of the most enjoyable films in recent years? And, hey, it’s inspired by the life of Frank Abagnale,
deftly portrayed by Leonardo DiCaprio, a master con artist who certainly has had as many exploits
and adventures as James Bond. The cat-and-mouse game features many impressive performances,
including Tom Hanks as the FBI agent on Abagnale’s tail and Amy Adams, who was almost entirely
unknown at the time the movie was released. But the best role belongs to the incomparable and fantastically insane Chris Walker, who received an Oscar nomination for his performance as Abagnale’s
down-on-his-luck father. The movie will end before Phling starts, so no worries about being late!
So, come join us at the KAC Theater at 7:30 this Friday and Saturday to view these wonderful films.
Screenings are open to anyone and are completely free!
—Miles Purinton
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Tim Miller Aims to Provoke Discussion with Performance Art
by Bob Dorff
Arts & Entertainment Editor
This Friday, Feb. 19, the Bolton
Theater will host famed performance
artist and author Tim Miller, who will
bring his widely acclaimed one-man
show “Lay of the Land” to Kenyon
College. Miller’s work explores his
identity as a gay male in modern
American society and seeks to shed
light on current issues affecting the
gay community. Miller has performed
worldwide and has published several
books dealing with his solo theatrical
performances. “Lay of the Land” deals
with “gay marriage equality,” a topic
that much of his artistic output in the
last decade has addressed.
Because Miller’s work addresses
issues that many would find “taboo,”
he has come under fire from more
conservative corners. This was brought
into sharp relief when the George
H.W. Bush administration revoked
his art grant funding because his act
contained homosexual themes. This
prompted Miller to sue, and he won
his grant money back. This episode
demonstrates that Miller is not afraid
of controversy, but it is not his goal
to incite detractors. He frames his
mission much more positively on his
Web site; “I want the pieces to conjure
for the audience a site for the placing
of memories, hopes and dreams of
gay peoples’ extraordinary potential
for love.”
Miller is being brought to Kenyon
through a joint effort of the Department

of Dance and Drama, the Department
of Women and Gender Studies and
Unity House. Although performance
art may be a foreign field for many
Kenyon students, Miller’s presentation
aims to be inclusive and inviting. “It’s
not ‘crazy’ performance art,” Visiting
Assistant Professor of Dance Kora
Radella, who helped to organize the
event, said. “He’s fully clothed,” Radella
said, “but [the work] is topical, and in
that way less traditional.”
While his work deals with serious
issues, Miller’s performance incorporates humor to drive his points home.
A Los Angeles Times review by writer
David Nichols described his show as
“exhilarating” and “meaningful” and
particularly praised Miller’s “sardonic
humor.” Although Miller makes every
effort to engage his audience through
humor, his show will certainly pose
a challenge to viewers. “Come with
an open mind, as much as possible,”
Radella said. For those who show up
ready to experience something new
and exciting, Miller’s performance
promises to be fun, funny and thoughtprovoking.
In addition to his performance on
Friday at 8:00 p.m., Tim Miller will
lead a workshop from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00
p.m. in the Bolton Dance Studio on Sunday, Feb. 21. Sign up with radellak@
kenyon.edu. He will be visiting classes
throughout the beginning of next week,
and during Tuesday’s common hour he
will be reading from some of his written
works and hosting a question-and-answer session in Ascension 220.

Tim Miller will present his one-man show “Lay of the Land” on Friday.
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Black and White Ball Takes Out the Color, Leaves the Fun
by Noah Heinrich
Staff Writer

Students dance to the music at the Horn Gallery’s annual Black and White Ball.

VILLE LAMPI

The Horn Gallery has been
Kenyon’s go-to venue for independent
student artists for at least a decade.
Everything from concerts to poetry
readings to student-directed plays
have been exhibited at the Horn. Not
surprisingly, the Horn has a wide array
of its own traditions, including the
Pop Party, the Drone, Fall Fest and,
most recently, the Black and White
Ball. This year’s Black and White
Ball began Saturday, Feb. 13, and
went on well into early Valentine’s
Day, Feb. 14.
“In a way, this dance was probably
inspired by our great-great-grandparents,” explained Erin McKinney ’12,
co-manager of the Horn Gallery. “The
title comes from the tradition of wearing black and white, and often projecting a black and white film onto the
wall, while classy dancing takes place.”
The Ball is a formal dance that has been
taking place since the Horn was rebuilt
in its current location next to Peirce
Hall in 1994. All guests are required
to only wear black or white, though a
few neon pink or green garments were
still present. The music was provided
by student bands and student DJs, and
there was plenty of dancing, as well as
several boxes of Oreos. Like all events
hosted by the Horn Gallery, there was
a strict no-alcohol policy.
The Black and White Ball is one
of many events that take place on or

around the weekend of Valentine’s
Day, including Philander’s Phling,
Snowball and speed dating. According to McKinney, the Ball was “likely
a reaction to the kind of all-campus,
couple-oriented events that happen
in mid-February. We wanted a party
that was more for the individual, and
dignity.” The décor of the Ball was not
standard Valentine’s Day fare. Black
and white streamers filled the room
rather than pink and white hearts or
lace. The Horn was dark, lit only by
black and white film clips that were
projected onto the far wall.
In some ways, the Black and
White Ball sums up what the Horn
Gallery represents. “All of our traditional events deal with an aspect of
living in this community and making
art that relates to it,” McKinney said.
“Our parties are unique in that sense.
They are open to anyone in the community, another important feature of
Horn events.”
The Black and White Ball was
very clearly a student event, planned
by students, for students. The Horn
Gallery is meant to be a very accessible
space for students. The gallery space in
the basement is used by student and
faculty alike. It is far easier to book the
Horn for an event than similar buildings around campus. Unlike Peirce or
the various theater spaces, the Horn is
managed by a group of students, making it ideal for open-mic nights, small
theatrical events and parties like the
Black and White Ball.
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Lords and Ladies Swimming Claims Second at NCACs
By Mark motheral
Staff Writer
This past weekend, the Kenyon men’s and women’s swim teams
competed at the North Coast Athletic Conference (NCAC) Swimming and Diving Championships
at Allegheny College. In 2009, the
Denison Big Red overtook both
the Lords and Ladies in the conference championships, ending both
of Kenyon’s winning streaks, and
unfortunately, this year’s results
were no different. The Lords and
Ladies fell to Denison yet again by
scores of 1,529-1,678 and 1,5201,766 respectively.
On the men’s side, the Lords
won four out of the six swimming
events, but they sealed their fate
by conceding all available diving
points. The Kenyon men started
well, earning the top two spots
in the championship’s first event,
the 1,650-yard freestyle. Kegan
Borland ’10 and Nathaniel Smith
’11 finished first and second, respectively, and Borland’s time of
15:45:42 landed him an automatic qualification
to the national
championship
me et. Denison
responded by
taking the 200yard backstroke,
b u t K e n y o n ’s
Michael Mpitsos ’11 was not
far off the lead. Mpitsos’ time
of 1:48:64, however, was good
enough to secure second place and
an automatic bid at the national
championship.
The Lords’ Zachary Turk ’12
claimed the 100-yard freestyle
with a time of 45:63, but Denison took more points from the
event, placing five swimmers in

the top seven. Denison went on
to win the 200-yard breaststroke,
but the resilient Lords countered
Big Red’s success by finishing
strongly. Joseph Pysnik ’12 and
Douglas Huguenard ’10 received
first and second place in the 200yard butterfly, respectively. Then,
the Lords’ Blair Withington ’10,
Ian Stewart-Bates ’13, Mpitsos
and Turk won the final event of
the championship, the 400-yard
freestyle relay, with a national
championship qualif ying time
of 3:00:72. Despite this surge,
Denison still trumped Kenyon in
the end.
The Ladies benefited from
an outstanding performance by
Lauren Brady ’11. Brady set the
NCAC record in the 200-yard
butterfly both in the prelims and
in the finals of the event, which
she won with an astonishing time
of 2:03:05. She played an integral
part in the Ladies’ second-place
finish in the 400-yard freestyle
relay. The relay team’s time of
3:27:45 also met the qualification
for an automatic bid to the national
championship.
The Ladies
also gained significant points
from Alisa
Ve r e s h c h a g i n
’12 and Domin ique Che va — Jim Steen lier ’12. Vereshchagin won the
200-yard breaststroke with a time
of 2:20:37, while Chevalier took
second place in the 1,650-yard
freestyle. Both qualified for the
national championship.
At the end of the meet, Denison defeated the Ladies’ attempts
to take the championship, but, as
Brady explained, the Ladies still
had plenty to take pride in. “I was

“I’m not suprised by
the results; without
divers we knew it
would be difficult.”

very pleased with the results of
our conference meet,” Brady said.
“Much of our energ y was focused
on winning the battles instead of
the war as Coach [Steen] put it.
Without scoring divers, our team
really had to focus on the swimming. We got fired up about racing
Denison and gave it everything to
not lose to a red-capped swimmer
in our heat. Even in time trials, we
managed to touch out every single
one of the Denison swimmers. I
think we accomplished what we
needed to at the NCAC [Championships]; many swimmers stepped
up their game with their eyes on
nationals and a complete team of
18 is now looking very possible.”
After the meet, Head Swimming and Diving Coach Jim Steen
explained the circumstances that
his teams were under during the
championships. “Some of our
swimmers were shaved and tapered, and some were not,” Steen
said. “It’s difficult to be at your
best when everyone is not on the
same page. That’s taking nothing
away from Denison. They were
on the same page and came ready
to swim.”
Coach Steen said he is not
worried going forward, and that
he believes that the teams can overcome the deficits left by the lack of
a diving program and claim a 31st
consecutive national championship. “Our men actually outscored
Denison in swimming, but we lost
by well over 150 points in diving,”
said Steen. “A few of our women
who were shaved and tapered
swam exceedingly well at conference, most notably Mika Redinger
[’10] and Brigid Leavy [’10] ... and
Kate Haller [’13]. Hopefully,
those Ladies [who were] not fully
rested were paying attention to
Mika, Brigid, and Katie.”
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Lords Basketball Comes Up
Short to Terriers in Upset Bid
out inspired to start the second half,
going on a 14-5 run and cutting
the lead to two, but it would not
The Lords basketball team fell be enough. After a timeout, Hiram
to 5-17 and 2-12 in conference play regrouped and scored six quick
after losing the game, and the sea- points, and the game was out of
son series, to Hiram College on Sat- reach from then on.
urday, Feb. 13, at
Despite the
Hiram by a score
loss, the Lords
of 54-64. Hiram’s
p lay e d to ug h ,
team found the
hard-nosed dewinning recipe
fense as they kept
in both contests
Hiram’s shooting
as they out-reat bay, allowing
— John Beaulieu just 37.5 percent
bounded the
Lords and conshooting from
trolled the tempo of the game.
the field. Kenyon’s size disadvantage
For the second time in as was evident, as the team allowed
many contests, Hiram successfully Hiram 46 rebounds in the game
stifled Kenyon’s offense and, more but probably could have kept the
specifically, Kenyon’s leading scorer game closer had the number been
and rebounder, Dave Knapke ’10. lower. Both teams turned the ball
The Terriers managed to hold him over 21 times.
to five points and six rebounds in
The Hiram team turned in a
Saturday’s contest.
very strong overall effort from each
While Knapke was held in of its players. Eight players played
check, Kenyon looked to other at least 15 minutes, while ten playplayers for offensive output. Uros ers scored at least one basket, nine
Vasiljevik ’11 led the team with 16 of which scored a minimum of five
points on six of ten from the field, points.
including three three-pointers. An“I think we need to handle
thony Chun ’12 also put together pressure more effectively and limit
an impressive game, scoring eight our turnovers,” Eric Schulkin ’13
points and racking up a career-high said. “If we do that we can end up
seven assists to complement his with a win.”
three steals. A.J. Clair ’10 turned
John Beaulieu ’13 had similar
in a nice performance as well, scor- thoughts, saying, “We’re not a team
ing nine points and adding six re- that can afford turning the ball over
bounds. Marcus Healey ’13 started and giving the opponent secondthe game at guard and added six chance points. If we can minimize
points and five rebounds.
our mistakes, we’ll put ourselves
The Lords went punch for in a great position to win against
punch with Hiram during the Earlham for Dave and A.J. on senior
first half, just as they did in the night [Wednesday, Feb. 17].”
first contest held on Jan. 23, but
Beaulieu was justified : the
began to fall behind in the closing Lords won their match against
minutes of the first half. They came Earlham 66-51 yesterday.
By sam katz
Staff Writer

“We’re not a team
that can afford turning the ball over.”

Picking an All-Star Team: A Look at Kenyon’s Intramural Basketball Superstars
By James Asimes
Sports Columnist
While the intramural basketb a l l lea g ue c omm issioner,
Assistant Building Coordinator
for Intramural and Club Sports
Adam Exline, has not yet released
the names of members of the
potential All-Star squad for this
past intramural A-league season,
the intramural basketball fans
have been abuzz with names of
potential All-Star selections. An
Internet search for “Kenyon Intramural Basketball Blog” will likely
return few results; however, there
is little doubt among intramural
athletes as to who will be named
as the starters of the elite amateur
squad.
While intramural basketball
at Kenyon is usually little more
than barely-organized pick-up
basketball, the competition was
fierce this year. The juggernaut of
2009 the season, the Keystolopes,
forced other teams to improve
their talent this season. Each team
also took on an individual identity,

often mirroring NBA teams, such
as the scrappy and athletic Runny
Babbits who draw comparisons to
the Atlanta Hawks.
The Lakers-like Keystolopes
were led by the co-MVPs of the
2010 intramural A-league season,
former Lords Basketball diaper
dandy Kodey Haddox ’11 and
All-American football standout
Harry Von Kann ’10. The Keystolopes ran the table again for
a second straight championship
led by these all-stars, and while
statistics were not exactly kept
for the intramural regular season,
few would doubt that Haddox led
the A-league in scoring by a wide
margin. Similarities between Haddox and Kobe Bryant are uncanny,
from the ridiculous accuracy of
their shots and defenders draped
all over them, to both playing like
veterans with thousands of games
under their belts while their bodies begin to break down.
Jo in ing Ha d d ox an d von
Kann on the All-Star squad from
the runner-up Runny Babbits are
Kyle Davis ’11 and Robert Tyson-

Multhaup ’12. With officiating
that resembled something from
the World Wrestling Federation,
the intramural games often had
a more physical style of play, a
fact that TysonMulthaup took
advantag e of,
unofficially leading the league in
uncalled handcheck foul.
Also likely
to be named
to the All-Star
team are Steven
Leiser-Mitchell
’ 1 0 a n d Ar j av
Ezekiel ’10 from team FVB. The
senior-laden squad enjoye d a
successful regular season but was
plagued by player attendance woes.
At full strength, FVB resembled a
Uta h Ja zz squad with L eiserMitchell as a Deron Williams-type
player, Ezekiel mirroring Carlos
Boozer and late addition Evan McCulley ’11 evoking comparisons
to the Turkish veteran Mehmet
Okur.

Rounding out the squad will
likely be a foursome of first years
who added a lot of promise to
the future of intramural A-league
basketball. From team Crème de
la Crème, former Varsity basketb a l l p layer
Jeremiah Jemison ’13 led his
sp e e dy so c c er
b r e t hr e n t h i s
season. Crème
de la Crème
mirrored the
Chicag o Bulls
this season,
w i t h Ja m i s o n
drawing comparisons to Derrick
Rose. A terrible trio of first years
led the surprise dark horse of the
season: The Riders of Rowan. Dan
Katz ’13, Stephen Raithel ’13 and
Dan Shannon ’13 mimicked the
young Oklahoma City Thunder,
shocking the league with a thirdplace finish.
Of course, this entire All-Star
squad is subject to change, as the
league office has yet to release the

Kenyon fans can
expect at least the
same, if not more,
action on the intramural free agency
market.

official squad. Since fan voting has
such a large impact on the selection of All-Stars, the few votes
that were rumored to have been
submitted must be meticulously
recounted. Among the fans, there
have also been rumblings of aging
fan favorite Carl Kriss ’10 earning
yet another starting spot on the
All-Star squad, although he is well
past his prime as an intramural
legend.
With fre e a g enc y a lready
under way, expect lots of action
with players changing intramural
allegiances. While free agency in
the NBA this year will draw much
more media coverage, Kenyon fans
can expect at least the same, if not
more, action on the intramural
free agency market. With players
being called up to the A-league
from the B -leag ues, as well as
marquee A-league names switching teams or even forming new
squads, the balance of power in
the intramural A-league will shift
for the 2011 season. Hopefully,
for the fans’ sake at least, the action will be just as exciting as this
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Saturday

Lords and Ladies Swimming
Sat., Feb. 20 at 2:00 p.m.
Kenyon Athletic Center
Kenyon hosts Kenyon College
Invitational
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Friday

Lords and Ladies Indoor Track
Sat., Feb. 20 at 12:00 p.m.
Kenyon Athletic Center
Kenyon hosts Kenyon Classic
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Ladies Basketball Beats Quakers in “Pink Zone” Game

KAC Heads raise over $700 for Jimmy V and Kay Yow/WBCA Cancer Funds

By Nate oldach
Sports Editor

By nate oldach
Sports Editor
The Ladies entered their Saturday,
Feb. 13, “Pink Zone” match-up against
the Earlham College Quakers hoping to
erase the recent memory of their loss to
Wittenberg University. The Ladies began
the day under the watchful eye of Assistant
Women’s Basketball Coach Katy Zeanah,
as Head Women’s Basketball Coach
Suzanne Helfant was recovering from
the flu. As the game began, it seemed as
though the Quakers would run away with
it as they reached a comfortable 10-5 lead.
But the Ladies remained undaunted, and
with 12:26 remaining in the first half, they
took the lead. Their defense remained
strong, and at the end of the first half the
Ladies enjoyed a comfortable 34-24 lead
over the Quakers.
Coming out of the locker room, the
Ladies looked to continue their strong
presence both defensively and offensively.
The strategy worked, and with less than
ten minutes remaining in the game, the
Ladies opened up a 20-point lead. Following a Quaker timeout, however, Earlham
responded, cutting the deficit to ten
points with six minutes remaining. That
was as close as the Quakers would get, as
the Ladies continued their suffocating
defense. As the final buzzer sounded,
the score showed a 60-41 Ladies victory.
Standout performances came from Morgan Korinek ’12, who had nine rebounds
and 18 points, and Kayla Ernst ’13, who
added 11 points and five rebounds.
“It was a great all-around team victory,” said Zeanah. “The great thing was
that we got everyone in so that they had
the opportunity to show us what they
can do. This game was very typical of our
team, a really balanced effort all around.
It was a really good game going into the
last part of the season.”
“This is the hardest-working team I
have ever coached,” Helfant said. “They’ve
sacrificed so much and they’ve improved
so much over the year. Though we didn’t
reach our goal of winning the [North

Katie Adlam ’13, #3, wears a pink headband to support the “Pink Zone”.

Coast Athletic Conference], we feel that
we are close and have a chance at the
tournament in a couple of weeks.”
The Ladies’ remaining schedule
includes a match at Ohio Wesleyan University on Feb. 17 at 7:30 p.m. and their
final match of the season, at home, on
Saturday, Feb. 20, at 2:00 p.m.
While the Ladies won in a commanding fashion, the real story was the
game’s designation as the fourth annual
“Pink Zone” game in conjunction with the
Women’s College Basketball Association’s
(WBCA) Cancer Awareness Week. Each
year, teams from around the country pay
tribute to breast cancer awareness during
one specific week in February. Kenyon’s
efforts included giving both the Ladies
and the Quakers pink warm-up shirts and
pink headbands to wear to demonstrate
awareness. The high point of the day came
when the College honored ten-year-old
Olivia Bates at halftime for her efforts in
fighting breast cancer. “My Aunt Marlene
was diagnosed with breast cancer and I
just thought that I should do something
to help out,” Bates said. “I thought that
selling pillows and donating the money to
the [Knox Community] Hospital would
help.” Bates has raised and donated over

$820 since the inception of her charitable
organization less than a year ago.
Bates was not the only charitable
personality present at the game; in fact,
the Kenyon Athletic Center Heads were
responsible for organizing the event and
selling T-shirts to benefit the Kay Yow/
WBCA Cancer Fund, in partnership
with the Jimmy V Foundation. This is
the second year that the KAC Heads
have spearheaded the event. Originally
the brainchild of Ben Browning ’12, the
event has grown into a mainstay of the
Kenyon community’s calendar. “I came
up with the idea because my mother had
breast cancer,” Browning said. “I wanted
to work it in with the KAC Heads and
their charitable activities. Originally, I
wanted to make it a baseball event by getting pink bats and auctioning them off. I
went to [Director of Athletics, Fitness and
Recreation] Pete Smith and we came up
with the idea of working in conjunction
with the girls’ basketball team and selling
T-shirts instead.” Under Browning’s
leadership, the event generated over $200
last year. This year, with the help of Max
Doshay ’11 and Alex Dowell ’10, the
event raised over $700. “I feel like this
event has grown by leaps and bounds,”

Athene Cook

Browning said. “I’m very proud to have
started such a positive event. I gave my
mom a shirt last year and she loved it. She
was very touched at what I was doing.”
Co-organizer for the event and
current KAC Heads member Doshay felt
that the event was a complete success. “It
was nice to see the Kenyon community
come out and support us and the cause,”
Doshay said. “They were really generous,
making it a really rewarding experience for
myself and Alex [Dowell]. I’m glad that
we and the KAC Heads organization
could give back to such a deserving cause.
We fully intend on continuing this event
and making it an annual occurrence to
raise both money and awareness.”
Both coaches said they were impressed by the KAC Heads’ efforts in
organizing the event. “We were really
appreciative of the individual efforts made
by the KAC Heads,” Zeanah said. “Any
time we get this sort of opportunity to
help raise awareness it brings a very deep
meaning to everyone. I think it touches
each and every one of us as individuals. I
think it’s fantastic to see the amount of
support we saw and to celebrate those of
us who survived this disease and to honor
those who lost their fight.”

Ladies’ 4x400 Relay Sets New School Record
By august steigmeyer
News Editor
While the majority of the track team
competed in the unscored Kenyon College Invitational this past Friday, Feb. 12,
the Ladies 4x400-meter team, comprised
of Alexia Derkasch ’13, Kirkley Doyle ’13,
Beth Dahlburg ’12 and Carolyn Watts
’12, was noticeably absent from the competition. The four Ladies were preparing
to represent Kenyon at the All-Ohio meet
on Saturday, Feb. 13 at Otterbein College.
Although the Ladies held a second invite
to the All-Ohio meet with their longdistance relay team, they had to withdraw
after anchor runner Morgan O’Connor
’12 caught an untimely virus. This left
Kenyon with only the 4x400 team to
represent the College, a task the team
took in stride. They crossed the line with

Keystolopes
Win Intramural
Championship

a time of 4:11.21, breaking the old school
record by two and a half seconds and
claiming third place in the event. “I was
very impressed with the 4x400 team [of
Derkasch, Doyle, Dahlburg and Watts],”
said Head Cross Country and Track and
Field Coach Duane Gomez. “They ran
a great race and they just keep on getting
better as the season goes on.”
While the All-Ohio meet may have
been the highlight of the weekend, there
were also some spectacular performances
at the KC Invitational. On the men’s side,
Pat Meyers ’12 ended with two fourthplace finishes in both the 800-meter and
the mile run. “If he had competed at the
All-Ohio meet he would have placed fifth
and received an All-Ohio award,” said
Gomez. Bob Wolf ’12 finished fourth in
the 400-meter race with a time of 53.97,
his personal best. Finally, the men’s 4x200

meter relay team finished second with a
time of 1:35.74, their best finish this season and less than two-tenths of a second
behind race winner Walsh University.
On the Ladies’ side there were
also several impressive performances.
Lauren Metzger ’11, a member of the
long-distance relay team, ran the 5,000meter event in 19:42.37, coming in fourth
place with a time that places her tenth
in the North Cost Athletic Conference
(NCAC). Both Ramelle Brown ’13
and Leah Jacques ’13 cleared a height of
2.9 meters in the pole vault, both placing
second in the event. Finally, Anna Griffin
’10 and Haley Abing ’13 finished sixth
and eighth, respectively, in the 800-meter.
“I’m really impressed with how Anna and
Haley are coming along in the 800,” said
Gomez. “They’ve really worked hard and
their results are starting to show it.”

The Lords and Ladies will compete
next week, again with a split squad.
The majority of the team will host the
Kenyon Classic this Saturday, Feb. 20, at
12:00 p.m. Carolyn Watts ’12, Hannah
Snyder ’12 and Andrew Borrasso ’10 will
be competing in the first-ever NCAC
pentathlon and thus will miss the Classic this Saturday. “Saturday’s event we
will focus on events we will run in at the
conference championships in a couple of
weeks,” said Gomez. “This should show
us where we are, as each of these teams
will be bringing a full squad and really
compete. If we can just keep improving
as we have been, there is no ceiling to the
potential of this team.” Next weekend
will show who the Lords and Ladies
really are, demonstrating whether or
not they are poised to compete for the
NCAC crown.

While Varsity sports may get the
majority of the coverage throughout the
season there is a competitive league within
Kenyon. The teams participating in the
intramural class-A basketball league have
both talent and heart. In fact some of the
league’s stars used to be, or still are, Kenyon
Varsity athletes.
Though it was a cold and dreary
day this past Monday, Feb. 15, Kenyon’s
intramural class-A championship went
on as planned. The match-up pitted the
defending intramural champions, the
Keystolopes against the up-and-coming
Runny Babbits. Both teams had met
only once before, culminating in a 46-36
Keystolope victory. At the onset of the
match it seemed as though the two teams
were evenly matched, as both the Keystolopes and the Runny Babbits played tough
defense, connecting on a only a few plays.
This was until Kodey Haddox ’11 and
the rest of the Keystolopes found their
rhythm. At the end of the first half the
Keystolopes held a commanding 26-16
lead over the Runny Babbits.
Coming out after halftime the
Runny Babbits looked to cut into the
Keystolope lead. After making a few
substitutions the Babbits looked poised
for a comeback, cutting the lead to just
four points. But alas, the offensive prowess of Haddox and the physical play of
both Harry von Kann ’10 and Brandon
Ventling ’11 was just too much for the
Babbits to handle. As the final buzzer
sounded the score read Keystolopes 52,
Runny Babbits 32. Standout performers
from the Keystolopes included von Kann ,
who had six rebounds and 18 points, Haddox, who led all scorers with 26 points, and
Ventling, who finished with a game-high
ten rebounds.
“I’m glad that we won our second
intramural championship in a row,” said
Haddox. “But really we are just like any
other team going out there and playing.
We put our pants on one leg at a time.”
Now that the season is over, the team
wanted to thank certain individuals for
their contributions to the team’s success.
“We just want to thank our coach, Oliver
Bierman-Lytle [’10] and our mascot, our
orange Keystolope can. We also want to
recognize our rookie of the year Kolin Sulivan [’14] and our two co-MVP’s Harry
[von Kann] and Kodey [Haddox].”
While the team will lose von Kann
to graduation this coming May, the team
vows to keep the Keystolope legacy alive.
“We expect to be back next year, going for
our three-peat,” said Francisco Morales
’11. “We are the beginning of a true
Keystolope dynasty.” In fact this team is
so confident in their prowess they went
as far as to suggest a scrimmage against
the Varsity basketball team. “We should
scrimmage the Varsity,” said Justin Morgan
’10. “We could make it a charity event,
the best of the best versus the best of the
rest. If they want to we’ll be ready.” The
Keystolopes are victorious and no one
can take away their joy or their elusive title,
repeat Intramural Champions.

